Senate Bill 459
Establishes an Opioid Overdose Prevention Policy for Nevada
Sponsor – Committee on Health and Human Services on Behalf of Governor Sandoval
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ISSUE
Overdose deaths from drug use are a major
public health and safety issue in Nevada and the
US. In the US, deaths from overdose now exceed
the annual rate of deaths caused by vehicle
collisions1. The majority of drug overdose deaths
in the US involve prescription or illicit opioids. In
the US, the rate of prescription opioid related
deaths quadrupled from 1999 to 20112.
Nevada ranks in the top quartile of overdose
deaths in the country 3. In 2013, 507 Nevadans
suffered a drug related unintentional and
undetermined intent death and the rate of
overdose deaths doubled from 1999 to 20134.
The majority of drug overdoses occur in the
presence of others 5, which means that properly
trained bystanders can help prevent the overdose
from progressing to death. Opioid overdoses
typically occur over 1-3 hours, leaving ample time
for bystanders to call 911 and provide rescue
breathing and naloxone. Death from drug
overdose is reversible if action is taken
immediately and 911 is called so medical help
can be administered. However, many people will
not call 911 for fear of police involvement 6.
Naloxone is the antidote for opioid overdoses. It
is a safe, inexpensive medication that blocks the
opioid receptors and stops the effects of the
overdose. Naloxone has no potential for abuse
and side effects are rare. Naloxone cannot be
used to get high. Since 1996, programs across
the US have educated people at risk, their
friends, family members, and other people about
overdose prevention and response, and equipped
with naloxone to administer in the event of an
overdose.

been trained to use naloxone and have reported
over 10,000 overdose reversals using the
medication3. Data from MA, NC, and CA show
that overdose death rates can be lowered when
naloxone is widely available7.
911 Good Samaritan Laws encourage people to
call 911 in the event of an overdose. They
provide protection from prosecution for drug
related crimes when individuals call 911 in “good
faith” to save someone from an overdose

EXISTING LAW
Laws to expand naloxone access have been
implemented in 28 states, and 911 Good
Samaritan Laws have been implemented in 22
states 8. There is no current existing law in
Nevada.

THE BILL
An opioid overdose prevention law in Nevada
would empower individuals to intervene and use
an opioid antagonist (i.e., naloxone) to reverse an
opioid overdose. It would expand access to this
lifesaving medication by allowing physicians and
pharmacists to prescribe and dispense the
medication to people at risk, their friends, family
members, and other people in a position to assist.
It would also collect information on unintentional
drug overdose and encourage grants for
additional education and research. The 911 Good
Samaritan Law would encourage people to call
911 because it would provide protection from
prosecution for drug related crimes when
someone calls 911 “in good faith” to help
someone who is suffering from a drug overdose.
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SUMMARY

•

•

Encourages citizens and professionals to
seek/provide
overdose
reversal
and
emergency medical assistance to persons
experiencing an overdose.

•

Provides immunity for persons to prescribe,
possess, and/or administer naloxone from
civil, criminal, and professional liability related
to opioid overdose.

•

Enables first responders such as law
enforcement officers and Basic Emergency
Technicians (EMTs,) to administer naloxone.

•

Allow third parties such as community
organizations to dispense naloxone under a
standing order from a medical professional
with prescribing authority.

•

Encourages Health Departments to make
grants available for overdose prevention
education, research, and activities; to collect
data and publish an annual report on
unintentional drug overdose deaths in
Nevada; and to add naloxone to the Medicaid
preferred drug list.

It is impossible to overdose on naloxone,
it has no pharmacological effect on
someone who has not taken opioids

Will Naloxone Encourage Drug Use?
• Studies in IL, CA, NY and elsewhere have
found that people trained in overdose
prevention and naloxone:
o Do not increase their drug use9
o Decrease their drug use
o Increase their willingness to or actually
enter treatment 10

SUPPORT
American Medical Association
American Public Health Association
National Office of Drug Control Policy
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Directors
National Association of Boards of Pharmacy
National Association of Drug Court Professionals
Northern Nevada Hopes
Northern Nevada Outreach Team (NNOT)
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administrations
United States Department of Justice
US Conference of Mayors

OPPOSITION

Q&A
Why do we need this law?
• 507 Nevadans died from drug-related
unintentional and undetermined intent
deaths in 2013 4; the rate of drug
overdose deaths in Nevada doubled from
1999-2013
• More than 100 people die everyday in the
US from drug overdose
• States that have naloxone programs have
seen declines in overdose deaths

No known opposition at this time.

STATUS
SB 459- Bill language finalized, referred to Health
and Human Services Committee

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Is Naloxone Safe?
• Naloxone’s only effect is to reverse
respiratory failure that result from an
opioid
overdose
and
causes
uncomfortable withdrawals in dependent
users
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